
Христос Раждається!                 Christ is Born! 
Славіте Його!                  Glorify Him! 
   

Christmas Reflection 
Glory to God in the highest!  The celebration of the glorious birth of 
Christ the Lord has begun…Merry Christmas! 
  
Try to put yourself in the shoes of these shepherds.  Little excitement 
would have regularly come their way.  They were poor, simple 
shepherds who spent their days and nights tending the sheep of the 
fields.  That night, a group of them had gathered together for 
camaraderie.  It’s easy to imagine the scene of normal talking, laughing 
and being together.  Little did they realize what was about to happen. 
  
As they were gathered, an angel of God appeared to them announcing 

“good news of great joy!”  They must have been stunned.  But that’s 
only the beginning.  The angel announced that the Savior of the World 
had been born and then, much to their surprise, they witnessed the 
whole host of heavenly angels singing praises: “Gloria in excelsis 
Deo!”  “Glory to God in the highest!” 
  
These humble shepherds were the first to be called by God to go and 
greet the newborn King.  What’s amazing is that God did not first call 
the “important” of the age to come worship.  He called these poor 
shepherds. 
  

One thing this tells us is that, in the eyes of God, all are equal.  God 
does not pick favorites from among those who are seen as important in 
the eyes of the world.  No, He sees the great value and dignity of each 
and every person and desires all of us, rich or poor, powerful or weak, 
to come to Him in adoration and love. 
  
Christmas is a time filled with many exciting things.  Often there are 
gifts and gatherings, food and good times.  But more than anything 
else, Christmas must be seen as a time for us to step back and take in 
the deep and rich meaning of this sacred event.  We must see, first, 
that God entered our human condition and, in doing so, is able to 
identify with all that we experience in life.  God understands human 

life!  He lived it. 
  
Second, we must understand that the birth of the Savior of the world 
and His appearance to shepherds reveals that each and every one of 
us is invited to come and meet Him.  God humbled Himself in the most 
profound way so that we could come to know Him and His perfect love 
for us.    Do not be afraid to come to meet Him, love Him, adore Him 
and get to know Him.  God is given to us, today, as an infant.  Small, 
weak, fragile and innocent.  Do not be afraid to gaze upon His humble 
presence and to give glory to God for His blessed coming. 

Services for the 2016 -  2017 
Christmas Season 

2016 
 
Sunday, December 11th  
10:30 am. Caroling Concert with St. Nicholas (during Fellowship) 
 
Sunday, December 18th 
 4:00 to 6:00 pm. Penitential Service with Confessions (St. Michaels) 
 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Penitential Service with Confessions (St. Anne’s) 
 
Saturday, December 24th EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
 5:00 pm. Family Divine Liturgy (English) - St. Anne’s Parish 
 8:30 pm. Nativity Compline & Divine Liturgy  (Bilingual) St. Michael’s Parish 

11:00 pm. Nativity Compline & Divine Liturgy (Bilingual) - St. Anne's Parish 
 
** Myrovannia—Blessing with Holy Oil after all Nativity Liturgies** 
 
Sunday, December 25th -  NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  
10:00 am. Divine Liturgy (Bilingual) 
 
Monday, December 26th -  Synaxis of the Mother of God 
10:00 am. Divine Liturgy 
 
Tuesday, December 27th -  St. Stephen Protomartyr & Archdeacon 
10:00 am. Divine Liturgy 
 

2017 
 
Sunday, Jan 1st  - Circumcision of the Lord, Feast of St. Basil;  New Years  Day 

10:00 am.  Divine Liturgy  
 
Thursday, January 5th -  EVE OF THE THEOPHANY 
 7:00 pm. Divine Liturgy & Solemn Jordan Blessing of Water outside  
           by the ice cross (St. Anne`s Parish) 
 
Friday, January 6th -  THEOPHANY FEAST DAY 
10:00 am. Divine Liturgy & Solemn Jordan 
  Blessing of Water  (St. Michael`s Parish) 
 
 

 

Come to Church this Christmas and Re-

joice with us in the Nativity of Our Lord! 
 
 


