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Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory be forever! 
 
Dear Parish families,  

 
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?”  
 

Pope Francis’s meditation on Jesus’ words to His disciples was a needed prayer for our world 
today.  In this same spirit I wanted to reach out to all of you to continue to have faith, to be 
strong.  I am confident in the mercy of the Lord, I am confident this shall pass, but I am 
reminded that we are called to repentance.  This is not the lent we expected, this is not the lent 
we know, but perhaps it is a lent that will profoundly change our hearts and those throughout our 
world.  Perhaps this Lenten fast of solitude, quiet meditation and family time, a time away from 
shopping, and entertainment and the usual trappings and distractions is a blessed gateway to 
prayer and renewal and a sobering awaking of our reality.  There is no doubt we are all feeling a 
certain amount of helplessness and worry, we worry about our loved ones and the effect of the 
virus.  We are worried about our church and services, our work, the financial markets and the 
comforts of life we have always taken for granted.  So much has changed in the last few weeks 
and yet I remind you in faith we are together, in faith we find comfort, in faith we will celebrate 
the Resurrection. As church, as a community I implore you to continue to pray, to show 
repentance.  Let us show comfort and even in our isolation let us creatively by phone, or 
electronics or a wave through the window reach out to each other and especially those who are 
elderly or in need, those who want a share of our hope, our cry, our callout. “Why are you 
afraid? Have you no faith.”   
 
Remember regular Sunday Divine Liturgies and Lenten services, and church activities will be 
live streamed by many parishes.  Not all parishes are capable of this technology so we encourage 
participation across the Archeparchy.  St. Anne and St. Michael will post weekly online activities 
and will continue to stream from St. Anne on Sundays at 10:30 am.  Our Tri parish mission will 
be available this week as well as some exciting family ministry.  We are planning creative ways 
to celebrate Palm Sunday, the blessing of baskets and Easter Sunday.  We ask that you continue 
to stay home and attend with us online.  Please try your best to connect with family and friends 
to gain online access as there will be additional information that will follow in the weeks to 
come.  Being part of these events will also strengthen and guide our communities, addressing the 
isolation, anxiety and need for prayer during these difficult days. 
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Please remember during this time of isolation that we ask everyone within their means to please 
mail or drop off in the mailbox your church donations.  Please consider utilizing Pre-authorized 
giving, (forms found online) or to give electronically using E-transfers for each of our churches.  
If you need any assistance in this regards please reach out to the parish offices.  Your financial 
contributions make a week to week difference in the life of your church.  Our bulletin continues 
to be available electronically 
 
Lastly on top of showing examples of charity, prayer and spiritual strength we encourage those 
among us who need any help, those who are unable to pick up groceries, or post mail, pick up 
prescriptions or do some necessary little tasks to ask us for assistance.  As a community we are 
happy to help!  Please email stannefamilyministry@gmail.com or phone 204 619-1165 and we 
will coordinate assistance.  For any emergencies or sacramental needs your clergy are always 
available.     

 
Yours in Christ,  

Very Reverend Father Mark Gnutel 
    Parish Priest 
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